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Living the ESG Principles in Ghana’s
Mining Industry
The mining sector is increasingly exposed to
Environment Social and Governance (ESG) risks,
including concerns around emissions, water use,
deforestation and community relations. At the same
time, ESG reporting obligations, institutional and other
investor interest in what resource companies such as
mining are doing, are rapidly multiplying across the
globe.
Alongside these developments, actual and perceived
non-compliance with ESG regulations and best
practices have engendered activist shareholder
protests and class action litigation against parent
companies of some global mining groups.
It is interesting to note that governments are more
actively protecting local communities, environments,
and heritage sites through legislation. Customers are
voting with their wallets for suppliers and products
that support ESG principles. And a new generation of
labor is expressing a clear desire to work for
companies that are responsive to ESG issues.
Galvanized by the same forces, the clean energy
transition is now leading a resource transition and
increasing demand for minerals that directly support
electrification and the decarbonization of energy.
Opening a two-day seminar for Public Relations,
Environment, Mining Engineers, Sustainability and
allied professionals within the mining industry, CEO of
the Ghana Chamber of Mines, Mr. Sulemanu Koney
espoused the issues around ESG principles and noted
that the seminar was part of the Chamber's initiatives
to improve members' ability to collaborate, foster
goodwill, and forge stronger relationships with
stakeholders.
Mr. Koney stated that, “ESG agendas are not the only
forces dictating the industry’s future. New
technologies are enabling the energy and mineral
transition, and “future back” issues have more sway in
growth ambitions. Both are working in concert with
new and emerging sustainability expectations to open
a once-in-a-generation window to create distinctive
value in responsible mining”.

He stressed the relevance of environmental protection
and sustainability as they are of keen interest to the
Chamber, hence the introduction of the Best Green
Mine as well as the Most Innovative mining company
categories in the prestigious Ghana Mining Industry
Awards.
The CEO added that “it is our belief that as the industry
expands, there is the need to adopt strategies and
programmes that seek to protect and sustain our
environment while meeting the needs of our
stakeholders”.
The two-day intensive training program, during which
there were classroom sessions, had facilitators from
both industry and academia taking sessions in PR,
Sustainability ESG issues, industry challenges,
innovations and trends. Prof. Eric Kwame Addae led the
discussion in the design and development of
communication strategies and crisis management. He is
a well-seasoned lecturer with the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication at Drake University
in the United States with vast experience in Ghana as a
Communications professional. Mr. Eli Daniel-Wilson who
is the Director of Sales and Strategy at Pulse Ghana led
the session on digital innovations.
The conference attracted attendees from various mining
companies, mine support service companies, and
regulatory authorities in Ghana under the theme
“Leveraging Public Relations to Promote Environmental
Sustainability.”
Mining companies, especially, are being scrutinized
regularly for environmental compliance, hence it is
critical for them to live by the ESG principles and
reshape the narrative regarding the negative
impressions about mining companies.
The Ghana Chamber of Mines is at the forefront of the
Responsible Mining Agenda and will encourage its
members to be ESG compliant in order to obtain the
necessary social license from host communities and
stakeholders.
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Chamber Of Mines Supports Bank Of Ghana’s Domestic
Gold Purchase Programme
Gold producing member companies of the Ghana
Chamber of Mines will from September this year sell
about 125,000 ounces of gold to the Bank of Ghana
(BoG), under the latter’s Domestic Gold Purchase
Programme for 2022. This sale will cover the period of
September to December 2022.
The decision was an outcome of a meeting held among
H.E. Vice President Alhaji Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia,
some members of the Economic Management Team,
the Bank of Ghana, the Ministry of Lands and Natural
Resources, Minerals Commission, PMMC as well as the
leadership of the Chamber to consider the
implementation of the BoG’s Gold Purchase Programme
in the light of the country’s economic challenges.
Ahead of that meeting, Newmont Ghana had already
sold 3,500 ounces of gold to the Bank of Ghana as part
of the programme.
Vice President Dr. Bawumia noted after the meeting
that “it was agreed, that to help shore up the foreign
exchange reserves of the Bank of Ghana, starting
September 1st, the Bank of Ghana will purchase a
portion of the output of the gold mining companies on
a continuous basis at world market prices, but payment
will be made in Ghana cedis”.

“This will represent a significant and sustainable
addition to Ghana’s foreign exchange reserves over
time and strengthen the country’s balance of
payments position”, H.E. the Vice President added.
President of the Chamber, Mr. Joshua Mortoti stated
that “as good corporate citizens the Chamber supports
the programme”. Noting that the Gold Purchase
Programme will be mutually beneficial to all
stakeholders.
On his part the Chief Executive Officer of the Chamber,
Mr. Sulemanu Koney, stated that members of the
Chamber will further engage the Central Bank to fasttrack the implementation of the program.
Discussions on the Gold Purchase Programme started
in 2020 between the BoG and gold producing member
companies of the Chamber to support Ghana’s foreign
exchange reserves.

Ghana Chamber of Mines
Supports Research at UMaT
The Ghana Chamber of Mines has donated
USD83,538 to six faculty members and five postgraduate students of the University of Mines and
Technology (UMaT) to conduct research in the
mining industry.
The research grant, which is the second tranche
of the Chamber of Mines’ Tertiary Education Fund
(TEF), will cover a variety of topics, including the
development of environmentally friendly and
sustainable small-scale gold mining methods, a
model for Ghana, intelligent agriculture for
alternative livelihood in mining communities, and
a new hybrid technique for drilling and blasting
for stable walls of open-pit mines.
At a ceremony at UMaT in Tarkwa to present the
cheque, Chief Executive Officer of the Ghana
Chamber of Mines, Dr. Sulemanu Koney said the
2022 grant of GH¢784,438 and together with the
cohort-1 research grant makes a total of over
GH¢1.3 million research investment.

Mr. Joshua Mortoti, President, Ghana Chamber
of Mines

Cont’d on page 4
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Ghana Chamber of Mines Supports Research at
UMaT
Cont’d from page 4

Dr. Koney stated that “to be competitive is the key
focus and productivity is the watch word. If we don’t
support the University of Mines and Technology, then
we are shooting ourselves in the foot…So it is in our
interest as an industry to ensure that research into
productivity is top-notch. And the best way to do it is to
look at what you can do to enhance productivity
through human capital development. In fact, the most
sustainable way of competitive advantage would come
from human capital development.”

You have the support of the Chamber, and we assure
you to facilitate access to the host mining companies
you have chosen to work in just as we did for your
predecessors”, he noted.
One of the beneficiary researchers, Prof. William K.
Boah from the Mining and Mineral Technology Faculty
of UMaT said “I was to design a novel reactor for plant
site preparation of waste activated carbon so that gold
that is locked up in the waste activated carbon can be
recovered on the plant.

“As a Chamber we are supporting the UMaT which we
call our university, but at the same time we also know
that this would inure to our benefit“, he said.

The reactor has been designed and some initial test
work has been done, and we need to now firm up the
results.”

While optimistic about Ghana’s mining industry
increasing its productivity following the Chamber’s
investment of GH¢1.3 million in research into key areas
in the Ghanaian mining industry, Mr. Koney challenged
the research-grant beneficiaries to live up to
expectation.

The Vice Chancellor of UMaT, Prof. Richard Kwasi
Amankwah on his part noted the immeasurable impact
of the overall Chamber of Mines’ funding to the
University in areas of state-of-the-art laboratories,
lecture halls, smart classrooms, logistics and research.

NAMIBIA HIGH
COMMISSIONER TO GHANA
MEETS CHAMBER OF MINES
CEO

“The entire mining industry is awaiting the outcome of
your research work and expecting you to come up with
solutions to some of the challenges confronting the
industry.

The High Commissioner of the Republic of Namibia to
Ghana, Selma Ashipala-Musavyi paid a courtesy call on
the CEO of the Ghana Chamber of Mines, Mr.
Sulemanu Koney to officially introduce herself.
At a meeting in Accra on Tuesday 13th September,
2022, the two officials discussed possible ways of
cooperation between Ghana’s mining industry and
their Namibian counterparts. Mr. Koney reiterated the
Chamber’s quest to promote environmentally and
socially responsible mining.

Mr. Sulemanu Koney, CEO of Ghana Chamber of
Mines
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Ghana Chamber Of Mines Engages Ahafo North
Chiefs
The CEO of the Ghana Chamber of Mines, Mr. Sulemanu
Koney has held discussions with some Chiefs within the
catchment area of Newmont Ghana Gold Limited Ahafo
North Project in the Ahafo Region as part of his working
visit to the Region.

The CEO urged the Chiefs to collaborate with Newmont
to develop the communities beyond mining. The Chiefs
on their part requested that Newmont Ghana should
employ more youth from the host communities.
They further requested that the CEO of the Chamber
should urge Newmont to start construction works at
the Ahafo North Project as soon as possible following
the resolution of all issues.

During the meeting, Mr. Koney said the purpose of the
engagement was to pay homage to the custodians of
the land, interact with them and seek their support to
help drive the development of the host communities
and operations of Newmont Ghana in the Region. He
lauded the Chiefs for their role in resolving issues
between the mine and members of the communities.

This, according to them, will prevent further
encroachment by speculators. To encourage openness
and efficient operations, the CEO of the Chamber and
the Chiefs pledged to hold regular engagements.

Mr. Koney informed the Chiefs that the Chamber of
Mines and Newmont Ghana Gold Limited were ready to
work with the respective assemblies and traditional
authorities to exploit the value generated from mining
and make sure it was retained in the Region.

Mr. Sulemanu Koney, CEO of Ghana Chamber of Mines, with the Chiefs and Director of External Relations
and Communications at the Chamber (3rd from left)
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Chamber Of Mines CEO Visits Newmont Ghana Gold
Limited

Mr. Sulemanu Koney, CEO of Ghana Chamber of Mines (left) with the Mr. George Boakye, Ahafo Regional
Minister (right) during the visit to the Region
The Chief Executive Officer of the Ghana Chamber of
Mines, Mr. Sulemanu Koney has paid a working visit
to Newmont Ghana Gold Limited in the Ahafo Region.
During his visit, Mr. Koney called on the Ahafo
Regional Minister, Mr. George Boakye before
proceeding to inspect the ongoing Hwidiem-Kenyasi
road construction project in the Asutifi North District.
The 8.2-kilometre road project is being fully funded
by Newmont at the cost of GHS71 million.
The CEO also visited the speculative site where over
8,000 unauthorized structures were being
demolished to pave way for the mine to start
operations. In his remarks at the Regional Minister’s
office, Mr Koney urged the Minister to position the
region as a hub for mining and take advantage of the
mines to entrench its position as the food basket of
the country.
He said “it is our expectation that we will be able to
position ourselves as a mining hub. The region is
known for producing food and we need to take
advantage of this to supply all the necessary farm
produce to the mines and even export to other
countries”.

On his part, the Ahafo Regional Minister, George Boakye
said the setting up of an Inter-Agency Committee is
leading to the removal of 8,000 speculative
unauthorised structures on the Newmont Ahafo North
Mining project to ensure the start of the project.
Mr. Boakye added that he persuaded Newmont to pay
relief support to the individuals who owned the
unauthorised structures to promote community peace
and security of the Ahafo North Project.
Mr Boakye cautioned that the Regional Coordinating
Council would not tolerate any further development of
unauthorised structures which adversely affects
company-community relations and discourages mining
investment in the country.
Mr Koney was accompanied by a six-member delegation
and some members of the Journalists for Business
Advocacy (JBA) to acquaint himself with the operations
of the mining company.
The Communications and External Affairs Manager of
Newmont Ahafo South Mine and Ahafo North Project,
Samuel Osei, conducted Mr Koney and his team round.
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Stakeholders Encouraged to Take Interest in
AngloGold Ashanti’s SEDP Implementation
In a video message to the stakeholders present,
Managing Director of AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi mine,
Mr. Eric Asubonteng reached out to the stakeholders
to actively take interest in the various interventions
outlined in the Obuasi Mine’s 10-Year Socio-Economic
Development Plan (SEDP).
Mr. Asubonteng further noted that the mine seeks to
contribute to building resilient and socio-economically
self-sustaining
communities
through
the
implementation of the Mine’s 10-year SEDP.
He made this known during a Development
Partnership Symposium held in Obuasi and Kumasi
with various stakeholders from different sectors in
attendance. The Symposium was to gather stakeholder
support and discuss partnership opportunities for
implementing the Obuasi Mine’s 10-Year SocioEconomic Development Plan (SEDP).

The 10-Year SEDP was launched following the expiration
of the 3-year Social Management Plan (SMP) to further
accelerate development in Obuasi in the areas of
education, youth development, health, social
infrastructure, and agriculture.
On his part, the Senior Manager Sustainability,
AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi Mine, Mr. Emmanuel Baidoo,
applauded stakeholders present and urged them to
actively build synergies to implement the interventions
outlined in the SEDP.
All the interventions in the 10-Year SEDP by the Obuasi
Mine are in addition to the mine’s commitment to
paying $2 into the Obuasi community trust fund for
every ounce of gold mined.

Senior Manager Sustainability, Mr. Emmanuel Baidoo presenting at the Stakeholder Symposium

7

Abosso Goldfields Limited to Spend Close to
US$20m on Reclamation Activities

Abosso Goldfields (Damang Mine) Open House
The community members and stakeholders were given a
Abosso Goldfields Limited (Damang Mine) held an Open
tour of the rehabilitated sites where rubber, coconut,
House for community members and key stakeholders
cashew, cabbage and oil palm have been cultivated.
of the mine on its concurrent rehabilitation strategy,
revegetation techniques and maintenance practices.
The Open House forum is organised regularly for host
communities of the Damang mine and regulators to
The mine will invest close to US$20 million to reclaim
update them on the progress of the mine’s rehabilitation
1,472 hectares of disturbed land. So far, 506 hectares
plans and to discuss their concerns and suggestions.
have been restored to lush vegetation and productive
farmland.
“Our company’s policy on reclamation is concurrent
rehabilitation. We rehabilitate our disturbed areas
alongside ongoing mining operations and do not wait
until mining activities stop completely,” said Charles
Kofi Nti, the then Acting General Manager.
“We are committed to transforming the economic
fortunes of our host communities through the
development of agriculture and other socio-economic
activities,” he added.

Abosso Goldfields (Damang Mine) Open House

8

Iduapriem Mine Holds ‘Exit in
Readiness’ Mentorship Programme
for UMaT Students

Gold Fields Ghana
celebrates World Heart Day

AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine, in collaboration
with the Ladies in Mining and Allied Professions in
Ghana (LiMAP-Gh) and the University of Mines and
Technology (UMaT), organised the second edition of
“Exit in Readiness” Mentorship Programme for final
year students of UMaT on Wednesday, 5 October 2022.
The theme for this year’s event was: “Engaging the
Worker’s Gear.”
The purpose of the mentorship programme was to
assist the final year students in making the best career
decisions as they prepare to enter the job market. In
addition, the event brought together industry experts
and other accomplished individuals to engage the final
year students on how to prepare for the job market.

Gold Fields Staff undergoing some medical checks on
World Heart Day
Gold Fields Ghana launched a month-long wellbeing
campaign to raise awareness about heart-related
conditions to commemorate World Heart Day.
During the campaign, employees, business partners
and spouses were screened and sensitised on
cardiovascular diseases, hypertension and diabetes.
They were also taught about healthy diets and
encouraged to adopt healthy lifestyles.

Ing. Isaac Boakye Aduenin speaking at the Exit in
Readiness Programme

“At Gold Fields, we are committed to promoting the
health and wellbeing of our people and one of the
ways we do this is by raising awareness on critical
health conditions and encouraging our people to adopt
healthy lifestyles,” said Dr Ishmael Sackey, Manager –
Health Services.

Speaking as Guest Speaker for the occasion, then Ag.
Managing Director, Ing. Isaac Boakye Aduenin,
encouraged the students to apply what they have learnt
in school and seize the opportunities through national
service and perhaps graduate traineeship, to hone their
skills and distinguish themselves in order to realize full “Our commitment aligns with the Sustainable
Development Goal three, which promotes good health
potentials in their chosen fields of endeavour.
and wellbeing for all,” he added.
On his part, the Vice Chancellor of UMaT, Prof Richard
Kwasi Amankwah, advised the students to be good World Heart Day is a global campaign celebrated
ambassadors of the university and engage persons who annually on 29 September to fight cardiovascular
are knowledgeable in their chosen field of study to guide diseases and promote heart-healthy lifestyles.
them with their career decisions.
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Golden Star Wassa Limited Collaborates with GIZ to
Celebrate Menstrual Hygiene Day
Golden Star Wassa Limited (GSWL) has held a
programme to create awareness on menstrual hygiene
under the theme ‘Making menstruation a normal fact
of life”. GSWL also donated sanitary towels to 1,162
females in 14 basic schools in the Wassa area. The
programme forms part of GSWL’s 3-year pandemic
preparedness programme in partnership with Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).
To kick off the programme which was held on 22nd
September 2022. GSWL organized a float for all basic
schools in its host communities. In addition, GSWL
organized a forum to discuss and promote access to
science-based information about menstruation and
hygiene. The forum also addressed issues of
discrimination and stigma due to the natural process of
menstruating. The climax of the programme was the
education on menstrual hygiene management and
distribution of sanitary pads for 14 basic schools in
GSWL catchment communities. The yearlong
distribution programme to be coordinated by the
Wassa East District Health Directorate will see 1,162
pupils and students receive a set of sanitary pads every
month for the period.

Students from catchment community schools

According to Mr. George Amankwah - Kumi, the
Community and Health Coordinator of GSWL “we are
happy that Golden Star under the new ownership of
Chifeng Jilong Gold, continues to collaborate with
strategic development partners like GIZ and Ghana
Health Service to deliver projects with long lasting
positive impacts for our host communities”

Vice President and Managing Director of GSWL-Mr.
Shadrack Adjetey Sowah unveiling the boxes of
sanitary pads
About GSWL and GIZ Partnership
develoPPP health, a GIZ health programme, under a
project dubbed ‘Pandemic Management in Catchment
Communities in times of COVID-19 & Beyond’, is
working in partnership with the extractive communities
of Western and Ashanti Regions. The partnership is to
build economic and health resilience for pandemics
including and beyond COVID 19. It is in partnership
with major mining firms including Asanko Gold,
AngloGold Ashanti and Golden Star Wassa Limited. The
project is expected to mitigate the negative social
impact of #COVID-19 and increase economic and
health resilience of communities.

Mr. George Amankwah - Kumi, the Community
and Health Coordinator of GSWL
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Mines and Energy Parliamentary Select Committee
Visit Tarkwa Mine
The Parliamentary Select Committee on Mines and
Energy officially visited Gold Fields Ghana Limited
(Tarkwa mine) to assess work done by Genser Energy to
provide the mine with sustainable power for mining
operations.

That is why, we have committed to reducing carbon
emissions by 30% by 2030 and net zero by 2050,”
said Stephen Osei-Bempah, General Manager for
Tarkwa mine.
He also shared success stories about the socio-

During the visit, the General Manager for the Tarkwa
mine, Stephen Osei-Bempah, briefed the Committee economic development projects and programmes in
about Tarkwa’s operations and ESG priorities, the host communities, funded by the Gold Fields
Ghana Foundation.
highlighting the mine’s decarbonisation plan.
“One of the three strategies which helps us deliver on The Committee members were also given a tour of
our Purpose is building on our leading environmental, the Genser power plant, which has been pivotal in
social and governance (ESG) commitments.
meeting the Tarkwa mine’s power needs.

Parliamentary Select Committee, Mines & Energy Visit
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Chamber Of Mines CEO Visit to Newmont Ghana
Gold Limited In Pictures

CEO of the Chamber of Mines, Mr. Sulemanu Koney with
the Ahafo Regional Minister, Mr. George Boakye in a group
photograph with some staff of the Chamber.

CEO of the Chamber of Mines, Mr. Sulemanu Koney
interacting with Journalist during the inspection of the
Kenyasi-Hwediem Road.

Director, External Relations & Communications, Mr.
Ahmed Nantogmah (standing) introducing the Team
to Newmont Management.

CEO of the Chamber of Mines, Mr. Sulemanu Koney
inspecting the speculative sites.

The media team at the Ahafo Regional Minister’s
office during Mr. Sulemanu Koney’s visit
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Activities of Members of Chamber In Pictures

Some participants at the AGA symposium

Medical officers screening some community
members

Gold Fields staff mark World Heart Day
Some community residents undergoing medical
screening

Prof Grace Ofori Sarpong, President of LiMAP-GH
presenting a certificate to one of the participants

Participant contributing to the discussion
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Upcoming Events
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