REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE OPENING CEREMONY, MICHEAL EDEM AKAFIA,
AT THE 2026 WEST AFRICAN MINING AND POWER EXPO (WAMPEX), HELD AT LA PALM
ROYALE BEACH HOTEL, ACCRA, FROM 3 TO 5 JUNE 2026

e Your Excellency, the President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. John Dramani
Mahama

e Honourable Minister for Lands and Natural Resources
e Honourable Minister for Energy and Green Transition
e Members of the Diplomatic Corps
o Distinguished Investors and Business Leaders
o Captains of Industry
o Development Partners
e Ladies and Gentlemen
Opening Remarks
Good morning.

It is both an honour and a privilege o chair the opening ceremony of the 2026 West
African Mining and Power Expo (WAMPEX).

On behalf of the organisers, | warmly welcome all participants, delegates, investors, and
partners to Accra for this important gathering.

This year's theme, “"How Can Responsible Mining and Power Accelerate West Africa’s
Sustainable Development?”, speaks directly to the region's economic and investment
priorities. It challenges us not only to discuss opportunities, but also to translate them
intfo bankable projects, stronger partnerships, and measurable development outcomes.

West Africa’s Strategic Opportunity
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, West Africa stands at a pivotal moment.

Rising global demand for crifical minerals, industrial inputs, and dependable energy
presents our region with a significant opportunity fo attract investment, deepen value
addition, strengthen industrialisation, and enhance our competitiveness within global
markets.

To realise this opportunity, responsible mining and sustainable power development
must remain central to our growth strategy.

This requires stable policy frameworks, transparent regulation, efficient permitting
systems, reliable infrastructure, and investment models capable of mobilising long-term
capital while delivering value to host countries and communities.



Over the next two days, this conference will focus on issues that matter most to investors,
business leaders, and policymakers, including:

e Value addition and downstream processing

e Project financing and capital mobilisation

e ESG performance and sustainability standards

e Energy reliability and infrastructure

e Supply chain resilience

e And the policy choices required to scale investment across the sector

These conversations are not theoretical. They are central fo the future competitiveness
and sustainability of our region.

Responsible Mining and Sustainable Development

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Ghana Chamber of Mines firmly believes that responsible
mining is not only compatible with sustainable development—it is fundamental to
investment confidence, industrial growth, job creation, and long-term national value
creation.

Through collaboration with regional institutions, including the ECOWAS Federation of
Chambers of Mines, we continue to advocate for policy coherence, regional integration,
and stronger frameworks for cross-border investment and cooperation.

We must also recognise that sustainability is mulfidimensional.
It includes:

« Economic sustainability, through value creation, diversification, and industrial
growth

» Social sustainability, through meaningful community engagement and shared
benefits

e Environmental sustainability, through responsible resource management and
innovation

o Institutional sustainability, through fransparent governance, policy consistency,
and strong partnerships

Innovation will also play a defining role in shaping the future of our sector.

Digital transformation, modern processing technologies, and environmental solufions
will be critical fo improving productivity, reducing operational risk, strengthening
fransparency, and enhancing the overall attractiveness of West Africa as an investment
destination.



The Need for Collective Action
Equally important is coordinated action.

Governments, industry, financial institutions, civil society, development partners,
academia, and communities must work together to de-risk investment, align priorities,
and create the conditions necessary for sustainable growth.

No single stakeholder can unlock this opportunity alone.

Your Excellency, Honourable Ministers, Distinguished Guests, this is why platforms such
as WAMPEX remain so important. They bring together decision-makers and investors at
a time when collaboration, confidence, and execution are more critical than ever.

Let us therefore use this platform not merely for dialogue, but for delivery:
e By shaping policies that inspire investor confidence
e By advancing partnerships that unlock capital
e By supporting innovation and regional infegration

e And by committing ourselves to practical actions that will position West Africa as a
preferred destination for responsible mining and power investment

Let this gathering ultimately be remembered not only for the discussions we held, but
for the outcomes we achieved.

Conclusion
Your Excellency, Honourable Ministers, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As Chairman of this opening ceremony, | encourage all stakeholders present,
governments, investors, companies, development partners, academia, and
communities, to work together with purpose, discipline, and urgency to transform
today's discussions into lasting partnerships, investable opportunities, and tangible
development outcomes.

West Africa possesses the resources, the talent, and the potential fo lead in responsible
mining and sustainable energy development. What is required now is collective resolve,
strategic collaboration, and sustained action.

| wish you all a productive, insightful, and successful WAMPEX 2026.
Thank you.



