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INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY ING. FREDERICK ATTAKUMAH, PRESIDENT OF THE GHANA 

CHAMBER OF MINES, AT THE 98TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHAMBER HELD 

ON FRIDAY, 5TH JUNE 2026 

======================================================================== 

Honourable Ministers of State, 

Members of Parliament, 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 

Traditional Authorities, 

Chief Executives and Leaders of Mining Companies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Members of the Media, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A very good afternoon to you all. 

I stand before you today with a deep sense of humility and gratitude as I accept the 

responsibility to serve as President of the Ghana Chamber of Mines. 

This is not a role I take lightly. It is one I embrace with an open mind, a listening ear, and a 

commitment to work with all of you in shaping the next chapter of our industry. 

Let me begin by sincerely thanking members of the Chamber for the confidence you have 

placed in me to lead this distinguished institution at such an important time in the history of 

our industry and our nation. 

I would also like to pay special tribute to my predecessor, Mr. Michael Edem Akafia, 

Immediate Past President of the Chamber, for his exemplary leadership and dedicated 

service. At a time of considerable complexity for our industry, he led with clarity, steadiness, 

and foresight - ensuring that the voice of the mining sector remained credible and 

constructive, even in the face of significant headwinds and, sometimes, misconceptions. 

I also acknowledge all former Presidents, CEOs, industry leaders and colleagues whose 

sacrifice and commitment have built this Chamber into one of the most respected business 

associations in Ghana and across Africa. We are privileged to inherit this legacy and are 

committed to advancing it with purpose and continuity. 

Recognising the Role of Mining in Ghana 

Honourable Minister, distinguished ladies and gentlemen. 
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Mining continues to play a strategic foundational role in Ghana’s development journey. 

It remains a key source of export earnings, public revenue, and employment - contributing 

significantly to national stability and growth. The mining industry sustains thousands of direct 

and indirect jobs and contributes meaningfully to the development of infrastructure, 

education, healthcare, and communities across the country. 

But our responsibility as a mining chamber goes well beyond the extraction of minerals. It is 

to demonstrate clearly and consistently that mining lies at the very heart of modern 

development.  

From enabling infrastructure and industrialization, to supporting the global energy transition 

and technological advancement, mining underpins progress both within Ghana and across 

the world. 

Our task, therefore, is to help shape a broader and more informed public understanding that 

recognizes mining not simply as an economic activity, but as a critical engine for investment, 

job creation, innovation, and long-term socio-economic transformation. 

A Shared Vision for the Chamber 

As I take on this role, I do not come with all the answers. 

But I come with a clear intention of working with members, stakeholders, and partners to 

strengthen the relevance, contribution and impact of the Chamber. 

I see the Chamber as a convening platform that brings together diverse perspectives and 

helps build understanding across industry, Government, Communities and Civil society. 

As a result, we will place strong emphasis on listening carefully, engaging respectfully and 

building consensus wherever possible. 

In this regard, I believe continued and enhanced consultation between the Chamber and 

Government will be key to maintaining the stable policy environment on which our 

investment attractiveness depends. 

Working Together on Key Priorities 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As we look ahead to the Chamber’s historic centenary in the next two years, we are called 

upon to do more than celebrate our longevity. We must use this moment to renew our 

purpose, strengthen our impact, and define the next chapter of mining leadership in Ghana. 

It is in this spirit that my presidency will be guided by three key priorities: 
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First, growing the mining sector. 

Ghana currently produces approximately 5 million ounces of gold annually, yet we possess 

the potential to increase this significantly for the benefit of all stakeholders. A target of 7 

million ounces over the next few years is, in my view, well within our collective capacity to 

achieve. 

However, realizing this ambition will require a stable and competitive policy environment, 

enhanced regulatory coordination, and a continued commitment to responsible mining 

practices. These are essential if we are to unlock new investment, drive innovation, and 

expand opportunities across the value chain. 

Second, deepening local value creation and advancing industrialization. 

Today, over 70% of the sector’s revenue is spent on the procurement of goods and services 

that support mining operations. This presents, in my view, the greatest opportunity we need 

to take advantage of. We must be more deliberate in ensuring that this spend translates into 

the growth of local manufacturing capacity not only for mines in Ghana, but for the wider 

West African market. 

We would be doing ourselves a great disservice as a nation if we do not collaborate (i.e. 

Chamber, AGI, Government, and other stakeholders) to support local suppliers in leveraging 

Ghana’s local content framework to build sustainable, competitive and onshore industrial 

capacity. It is well within Ghana’s reach to position herself as the preferred hub for mining 

excellence and mining services in the West African sub-region. 

Third, strengthening ESG leadership and community development. 

We must continue to position our industry as a leader in responsible mining. This means 

going beyond compliance to actively partnering with local governments and traditional 

leaders in catalyzing community development and building resilient, diversified local 

economies. 

If we get this right, mining will not only create value at the national level, but will also leave 

behind strong, sustainable communities that endure long after the life of our mines. 

The Centenary: A Moment for Reflection and Renewal 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, 

Our upcoming 100th Anniversary offers us a meaningful opportunity to not only celebrate 

how far we have come but, and perhaps more importantly, also reflect on what we have 

learned over the period, where we can improve and what we must do differently going 

forward 
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In this regard, we will use this moment not only to celebrate the past, but to deepen public 

understanding of our contributions, highlight Ghana’s leadership in mining and mining 

services, engage in a broader conversation about the future of mining in Ghana and Africa, 

and define a bold, modern, and sustainable direction for the sector. 

Partnership with Government and Stakeholders 

Honourable Minister, I would like to place on record our sincere appreciation for your 

leadership and your continued engagement with the mining industry. We fully recognize that 

policymaking requires balancing diverse and often competing priorities. As a Chamber, we 

remain committed to engaging constructively and working collaboratively to share 

perspectives that support both national development and a viable and competitive mining 

sector. 

Conclusion 

Honourable Minister, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, in closing I would like to remind 

us all that the future of mining in Ghana does not rest with any single institution. It rests with 

all of us. This is why meaningful engagement and collaboration in the days ahead will be 

critical in ensuring that mining continues to serve as a cornerstone of Ghana’s development 

and progress for many generations to come. 

I would like to, once again, thank you for the honour you have bestowed on me as I look 

forward to working with all of you in building a stronger Chamber, a more resilient mining 

industry, and a deeper partnership with Government and all stakeholders for national 

development through mining. 

God bless us all and God bless Ghana! 


