WELCOME REMARKS BY ING. DR. KENNETH ASHIGBEY, Chief Executive Officer, Ghana
Chamber of Mines at WAMPEX 2026.

The Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, representing the President of the Republic of Ghana,
H.E. John Dramani Mahama

President and Executives of the Ghana Chamber of Mines,

Honourable Ministers from the sub-region

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguished Investors and Business Leaders

Development Partners

Members of the media,

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning.
It is both a pleasure and an honour to welcome you to WAMPEX 2026.

West Africa is no longer simply a resource destination. It is an investment frontier that must deliver
value, certainty, and sustainable returns. Your presence here reflects confidence in the region and a
shared commitment to turning its immense potential into measurable performance.

This year’s theme, “How Can Responsible Mining and Power Accelerate West Africa’s Sustainable
Development?”, is, at its core, an investment question. Responsible mining reduces risk. Reliable
power unlocks productivity, competitiveness, and profitability.

At a time when global capital is seeking critical minerals, stable jurisdictions, and ESG-compliant
opportunities, West Africa offers a compelling proposition. However, investment today follows policy
certainty, regulatory clarity, competitive returns, and manageable risks. Ghana is taking deliberate
steps to strengthen these fundamentals.

Through our Critical Minerals Strategy, initiatives such as GoldBod, and the Bank of Ghana’s
Domestic Gold Purchase Programme, Ghana is strengthening value addition, supporting
macroeconomic stability, and positioning Ghana more competitively within global supply chains.
These reforms send a clear signal that Ghana remains committed to meeting investor expectations.

Before proceeding, permit me to address two important matters.

First, the Ghana Chamber of Mines strongly condemns recent xenophobic attacks against Ghanaians
and other foreign nationals in South Africa. Such acts are unacceptable and contrary to the values of
dignity, inclusion, and cooperation. We call on all leaders to condemn these actions and urge the South
African authorities to ensure the safety and protection of all residents and visitors. At the same time,
we acknowledge and value the strong and enduring diplomatic and economic relationship between
Ghana and South Africa.

Secondly, regarding recent discussions on mining leases, the Honourable Minister for Lands and
Natural Resources has assured stakeholders that mining lease matters will be addressed on a case-by-
case basis and in accordance with the law. He has also clarified that nationalisation of mines is not
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government policy. These assurances reinforce Ghana’s commitment to maintaining a stable,

predictable, and investor-friendly mining environment.

Ladies and gentlemen, the future of mining in West Africa will not be defined solely by extraction. It
will be defined by who adds value, who controls supply chains, who processes and refines minerals,
and who can provide reliable, affordable power to support industrial growth. Mining and energy must
therefore be seen as one integrated investment ecosystem.

Over the next three days, WAMPEX will provide a platform to examine critical issues, including value
addition, critical minerals development, fiscal regimes, financing models, supply chain resilience, and
ESG performance. These discussions are not theoretical; they are directly linked to investment
decisions and economic transformation.

WAMPEX 2026 - the 19th edition of the West African Mining & Power Exhibition - is expected to
attract over 6,000 visitors, 250+ exhibitors, and companies from over 20 countries, including seven
nations participating for the first time.

Held here at the La Palm Royal Beach Hotel in Accra from today to 5 June 2026, WAMPEX offers a

unique platform for industry experts, investors, policymakers, and stakeholders to source cutting-edge
solutions, network with peers from across the continent, and learn through the conference, Innovation
Hub, workshops, and live demonstrations taking place throughout the three days.

The WAMPEX Conference brings together more than 350 registered senior delegates and over 100
speakers across 15+ sessions, covering sustainability, investment, security, critical minerals,
technology advancement, and operational performance. The Innovation Hub is a dedicated space
connecting industry experts with mine operators to address technical, regulatory, and operational
challenges in real time.

WAMPEX 2026 is organised by DMG Events, the Ghana Chamber of Mines, and Events & Projects
International Ltd (EPI). It carries the endorsement of Ghana’s Ministry of Lands and Natural
Resources.

Reliable and competitive power remains central to this agenda. Without it, industrialisation and value
addition will be constrained. That is why conversations on energy transition, grid stability, and private-
sector participation are essential to the future of mining in our region.

To investors, my message is simple: the opportunities in West Africa are real, and they are substantial.
To policymakers, the message is equally clear: investment flows where there is clarity, consistency,

and credibility.

Our ambition is to position West Africa, and Ghana in particular, as the preferred destination for
responsible mining and energy investment.
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The question before us is not whether we have the resources. The real question is whether we can turn
those resources into bankable, scalable, and sustainable investments that create lasting value for our
people.

I encourage you to engage actively, challenge assumptions, and seize the opportunities for meaningful
partnership and investment.

Once again, akwaaba, maraaba, woezor, mohee, bienvenue to WAMPEX 2026.

Thank you.

INTRODUCTION OF CHAIRMAN

It is now my pleasure to introduce the Chairman for today’s function.

He serves as Vice President, External Affairs at Gold Fields Ghana Limited and is the President of the
Ghana Chamber of Mines. He previously chaired the Chamber’s Legal and Legislative Affairs
Committee and brings over two decades of distinguished legal, corporate, and leadership experience.
His professional affiliations include membership of the Ghana Bar Association, the Chartered Institute
of Taxation Ghana, and the Chartered Institute of Restructuring and Insolvency Practitioners. He is
also a Licensed Investment Advisor’s Representative with the Securities and Exchange Commission

and was appointed a Notary Public by the Chief Justice of Ghana in 2022.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in welcoming the President of the Ghana Chamber of Mines and
Chairman for today’s event, Mr. Michael Edem Akafia.

Mr. Chairman, your audience.

Thank you.
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