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CHASE OUT ILLEGAL FOREIGNERS
FROM MINE SITES

- MDF PARTICIPANTS

VENUE: TANG PALACE, NEAR KAWUKUDI ROUNDABOUT,
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Participants at the Mining for Development Forum have
unanimously agreed that one of the first and surest ways of
reducing illegal mining activities in the country is for the
security agencies, led by the Ghana Immigration Service to
conduct a swoop and chase out all illegal foreign nationals
working without permit.

It was disclosed at the Forum that out of about 5,000
foreign nationals who may be working at various illegal
mines sites, only two could have working permits. Further,
it was revealed that these foreigners were the main
sponsors of some Ghanaians with funds and technology to
conduct the illegal mining operations.

The Mining for Development Forum, under the theme
"Ensuring the Security of Mining Investments in Ghana:
The Role of All Stakeholders" was organized by the Ghana
Chamber of Mines in collaboration with the Ministry of
Lands and Natural Resources.
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The Forum involved mining companies, security agencies,
academia, donor agencies, government agencies and Civil
Society Organizations.

Giving the keynote address at the Forum, the Minister for
Lands and Natural Resources, Samuel A. Jinapor, assured
licensed large-scale mining companies in the country of
government's firm commitment and unflinching
determination to protect their concessions by activating all
the necessary security protocols.

Mr. Jinapor noted that the fortunes of the large-scale mining
firms have a direct bearing on the government's economic
projection, hence the need for effective coordination to
grow the sector and maximize its gains and benefits to the
country.

The Minister further outlined two important pillars which
he believed, if implemented to the latter will cure the
menace of encroachment on large-scale mining



concessions.

He maintained that these two factors were equally important
and ought to work in tandem to attain the objective of
guaranteeing the absolute safety and protection of the
concessions of large-scale mining companies.

"There are two ways of protecting mining companies in the
country. Across the world, these issues of illegalities,
contentions between the locals and the investors,
conglomerates or companies", he stated.

"There are two fundamental pillars on which I believe we
can chart our path. One in my view is brute enforcement.
What you do with brute enforcement is that when such
issues happen, you move in immediately uproot them, you
sack them, arrest, prosecute and convictthem", he added.

Another aspect of securing large-scale concessions, Mr.
Jinapor said, "is putting in place sustainable measures to
carry the community with you. It is absolutely important.
Any group which suggests that just by deploying law
enforcement agencies will resolve issues of encroachment
of large-scale enforcement will not work. The enforcement
is absolutely important and the principle of carrying the
community along is also important".

He also commended the Ghana Chamber of Mines for the
program and urged them to work hand-in-hand with the
government to carry out short-term sustainable measures to
develop their communities.

President of the Chamber, Ing. Joshua Mortoti, in a speech
read on his behalf by the First Vice President, Ing. Fred
Attakumah stated that "the apathy and apparent lack of
decisive action by the authorities in the face of incessant and
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growing attacks on mine employees and assets creates the
perception that mining companies should be their own
keepers. If mining concessions are state assets, then the
state should be interested in the wellbeing of the sector.
Otherwise, one day mining will stop due to insecurity."

Ing. Mortoti emphasized that the Chamber was "not
against creating jobs for Ghanaians in the mining sector,
but whatever we do must be socially and environmentally
responsible and safe."

He further called for a workable balance between reaping
the economic benefits of mining and safeguarding our
environment for future generations.

"It is our duty to protect our natural heritage while
responsibly harnessing its wealth. Hence, government and
community leaders ought to play a critical role in ensuring
that policies and decisions taken today do not have short-
term benefits with long-term ramifications on our
reputation as a mining destination of choice," the Chamber
President said.

CEO of the Chamber, Dr. Sulemanu Koney on his part
explained that the "importance of mining in Ghana's
economy cannot be overstated. It has contributed
significantly to our nation's growth and development,
providing significantly to the national kitty, employment,
and foreign exchange earnings, community development,
and supporting crucial social infrastructure projects."

Dr. Koney used data from the Ghana Revenue Authority to
explain that "the mining and quarrying sector was the
largest contributor to direct domestic taxes mobilized in
2022. The total fiscal payments (excluding dividends)
attributable to the mining and quarrying sector amounted
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to GHS6.38 billion, which represents 18.6 per cent of
aggregate direct domestic tax receipts in 2022. Further, the
Non-Tax Revenue Unit of the Ministry of Finance reported
GHS435,099,625 as dividend payments by mining
companies in 2022. Overall, the headline fiscal
contribution of the mining and quarrying sector in 2022
was GHS6.82 billion.

"The minerals sector was also the country's largest source
of forex in 2022. Data from the Bank of Ghana shows that
revenue from the export of minerals accounted for 39 per
cent of gross merchandise receipts in 2022, which
exceeded the disparate outturns of crude oil, cocoa, and
other export commodities in the same period. Moreover,
the nominal export earnings of the minerals sector
outstripped gross receipts from inward remittances in
2022.

"The producing member companies of the Chamber
continued to play a crucial role in deepening the forex
exchange market through the repatriation of a significant
part of their mineral export revenue. In 2022, the producing
mines returned USD1.41 billion through the central bank
and USD2.73 billion via commercial banks. On the whole,
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the repatriated gross mineral revenue was USD4.14 billion,
which translates into 73% of the producing members' total
mineral revenue in 2022.

"Further, of the 11,191 number on roll at the end of 2022,
only 0.8% are expatriates. This means that for every 1,000
people directly employed at the mine, a whopping 992 are
Ghanaians and only eight are expatriates. Additionally, the
producing members spent USD2.81 billion on goods and
services sourced from in-country producers and suppliers,
USDA43.30 million on corporate social investments (CSI)
primarily in their host communities and USD1.4 billion
(representing 26% of mineral revenue) on taxes, dividends,
levies, and duties, as well as USD678 million on salaries
and emoluments of employees engaged by producing
member companies. Overall, the producing member
companies' expenditure that accrued to local entities was
USD4.99 billion in 2022."

He concluded that "you would concur that the mining
sector's activities impact every facet of our economy and
must therefore be safeguarded from the activities of
criminals, illegal miners, and other miscreants."



FGR, GSW, GMC AND CHIRANO GOLD MINES FACE-OFF AT
NATIONAL INTER-MINES FIRST AID AND SAFETY COMPETITION

Future Global Resources (FGR), Golden Star Wassa
Resources, Asante-Chirano Gold Mine and Ghana
Manganese Company would face-off for the National Inter-
Mines First Aid and Safety Competition slated for Sunday
5th November 2023.

This follows the zonal competitions where FGR, Golden
Star Wassa Limited, and Chirano Gold Mines emerged
winners in their respective zones. This competition
showcases the commitment of mining companies to
prioritize safety and emergency preparedness within their
operations.

Zone one was a tight competition between Future Global
Resources, Gold Fields Ghana Limited Tarkwa, AngloGold
Ashanti Iduapriem, Mensin Gold Bibiani, and Ghana
Manganese Company. At the end of the competition, Future
Global Resources secured the top position.

Newmont Golden Ridge, Akyem Mine, Golden Star Wassa,
Abosso Goldfields and Adamus Resources competed in the
in zone two, where Golden Star Wassa emerged the winner,
while the zone three competition, involved Asanko Gold
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Ghana Limited, Newmont Ahafo Mine, Perseus Mining
Ghana Limited, Asante Chirano Limited and AngloGold
Ashanti Obuasi Mine. Asante-Chirano Gold Mines
clinching the title in that zone.

This year's Inter-Mines First Aid and Safety Competition is
under the theme "Safety every day, healthy living all the
time".

The National Inter-Mines First Aid and Safety
Competition, an annual inter-mines safety flagship
programme is designed to educate mine workers, host
communities and the citizenry on basic first aid tips as well
as foster consciousness of safety in their everyday lives.
The competition is organized by the Chamber of Mines and
the Inspectorate Division of the Minerals Commission
(IDMC) with support from the St. John Ambulance
Service.

The competition seeks to underscore the importance
mining companies attach to safety issues and educate
employees and host communities on health, first aid and
safety practices.
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MINING FOR DEVELOPMENT FORUM
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Dr. Sulemanu Koney, the Chief Executive Officer of the
Ghana Chamber of Mines, continued his proactive
engagement with stakeholders in the mining sector during
his visit to the Upper East Region. On Tuesday, 26th
September 2023, the Chamber, led by Dr. Koney, paid a
courtesy call on key regional figures, including H.E.
Stephen Yakubu, the Upper East Regional Minister,
Tongraan Kugbilsong Nanlebegtang, Paramount Chief of
Tongo, and Hon. Thomas Duanab, the Talensi District
Chief Executive Officer.

The courtesy call was part of the CEQ's broader outreach
strategy, themed "Mining as a Catalyst for Development."
The discussions centered around collaborative efforts to
leverage mining activities for sustainable regional
development. Dr. Koney emphasized the importance of
partnerships between mining companies and local
communities to ensure that the benefits of mining are felt at
the grassroots level.

The following day, on Wednesday, 27th September 2023,
Dr. Sulemanu Koney and his team extended their visit to
the construction site of Cardinal Namdini Resources
Limited in the Upper East Region. The Cardinal Namdini
project holds significance as one of the key mining ventures

in the region, contributing to both economic growth and
community development.

During his visit to the construction site, Dr. Koney
interacted with project officials, gaining first hand insights
into the progress and challenges faced by Cardinal. The
CEO reiterated the Chamber's commitment to fostering
responsible mining practices that prioritize environmental
sustainability and community well-being.

The overarching theme of "Mining as a Catalyst for
Development" echoed throughout the CEO's engagements,
emphasizing the Chamber's dedication to promoting a
holistic approach to mining that benefits both the industry
and the communities it operates within.

Dr. Koney expressed optimism about the collaborative
efforts between the Chamber and stakeholders in the Upper
East Region, envisioning a future where mining acts as a
transformative force for sustainable development. The visit
underscored the importance of dialogue and cooperation in
creating a mining landscape that aligns with the broader
goals of regional prosperity and environmental
stewardship.
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CEO of Ghana Chamber of Mines, Dr. Sulemanu
Koney led his team to visit Cardinal Namdini as part
of his stakeholder engagement.




9TH GHANA MINING
INDUSTRY AWARDS

The countdown has begun for the highly anticipated 9th Ghana Mining Industry Awards, scheduled
to take place at 6:00pm on Friday December 1, 2023, at the Movenpick Ambassador Hotel in Accra.
The event promises an evening of celebration and networking, as it honors outstanding
achievements in the Ghanaian mining sector.

The Ghana Mining Industry Awards is an annual gathering to acknowledge and celebrate remarkable
contributions of individuals and organizations in the mining sector. This year’s event aims to shine a
spotlight on excellence, innovation, and sustainable practices within the industry.

In the spirit of collaboration, the Ghana Chamber of Mines invites organizations to partner as
sponsors for this prestigious event. The sponsorship presents a unique opportunity for companies to
align themselves with the values of excellence and innovation in the mining sector.

To explore sponsorship opportunities or for further information, you may contact
Mr. Albert Amekudzi at aamekudzi@ghanachamberofmines.org/0242282118.

The 9th Ghana Mining Industry Awards will be a night of glamour, inspiration, and celebration. Join
us inrecognizing the leaders shaping the future of Ghana’s mining industry.
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Venue: Movenpick Ambassador Hotel
Date: Friday 1st December, 2023 Time: 6pm
Music: Patch Bay Band

TICKETS: GHS2,500

R.S.V.P - Albert: 0242 282 118

aamekudzi@ghanachamberofmines.erg .
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